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Campo de Azaba
- Spain

Espeja - Castilla y Leon
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Oeste Iberico

max clients each year

270 people

NO

comfortable rooms with en-suite bathrooms,

patio, little library, birdgarden.

Opening period

All year round

Accommodation

4 stars casa rural inside the reserve,
campanarios@skuanature.com

Photo Hides

R Sevilla
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Campanarios de Azaba Biological Reserve was created by the Naturaleza y
Hombre Foundation as a part of a LIFE + Nature project. Declared as Site
of Community Importance, it's also included in Natura 2000 Network. It's a
hilly land with several dirty roads used to reach the photographic hides and
the biological station or just to enjoy relaxing nature walks, in total
exclusivity and peace.

Thanks to the presence of different kinds of habitats, the Reserve
represents now an important refuge area for fauna and flora, including

not only birds and mammals but also reptiles, amphibians and insects.
Immersed in the Mediterranean woods of the Reserve, the “Monte
Mediterraneo” Biological Station is an important centre of monitoring and
nature conservation projects and here professional courses dedicated to
several naturalistic topics are held. The building is made of wood and it's
perfectly integrated with the surrounding landscape, fed by solar energy.
Thanks to the incomes of nature tourism, it will be possible to run
significant conservation actions and field researches aiming to contribute
to the protection of this-environment of extreme ecological importance.
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M. Biasioli

Within the Reserve, on the top of a hill from where you can enjoy a magnificent view over the boundless dehesa,
there is a small and comfortable 4 stars rural house, preciously enriched with details that recall the natural world, an
old fireplace perfectly working and a well-stocked corner-library. In spring and summer, meals are normally

served outside, in the patio, under the porch surrounding the building, to fully enjoy the wonderful panorama and the
animals that frequent the little birdgarden. The rural house has 8 suites with bathroom and 2 living rooms with large
windows that allow a complete immersion in the spanish landscape, giving the chance to see some curious red foxes
approaching during meals, as well as Azure-winged Magpie and Red-legged Partridge that come to the feeders.This
eco-lodge follows the criterion of minimum environmental impact.
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e property some new generation hides have been built:
cases structures already existing have been utilized, well
ed in the territory, like troughs and low buildings

ginally built by shepherds, while in other cases new facilities
have been designed and buitt from the beginning, in order to
attract birds. In addition to the hides designed for vultures,
there are now many different kinds of drinking-points, from the
ool in a lavender field, where beautiful backdrops for passenines
ranteed, to an innovative arboreal hide able to attract the
sive tree dwellers like various woodpeckers and
Orioles, to hides in the surroundings of the lodge,
on the species more related to agropastoral habitats.
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Developed as “Ultimate Reserve”, the reserve has more than 522 hectares, equipped with many latest generation
photographic hides: from the drinking hide at the height of the trees canopy to partially buried hides for vultures,
from nocturnal hides to the tower hide for birds in flight; in Campanarios photographers can have a wide choice and
the results are amazing! Furthermore photographic expeditions to strategic locations in surrounding areas will allow
to increase the range with other interesting species of the Oeste Iberico, such as Spanish Ibex.

Specially trained guides will be at the disposal of photographers. Campanarios represents a different concept if
compared to a simple photographic trip to places often enjoyed by a multitude of other people, families and tourists.
The Reserve offers an exclusive service in order to supply to the needs of the most demanding nature lovers.

The photographable species from the hides are various: from the drinking hides, they vary from Great and Lesser
Spotted Woodpecker; to numerous typically mediterranean passerines, like Cirl Bunting and Dartford Warbler, to
species more related to woodlands, such as Nuthatch and Short-toed Treecreeper; or to open areas such as Iberian
Azure-winged Magpie, Spotless Starling and Rock Sparrow. The undisputed star here is Red-legged Partridge,
especially when it leans over the edge of a pool to drink, but occasionally also Brambling, Golden Oriole and Rock
Bunting show up.

Among the target species are Black Vulture, Black Stork, Booted Eagle, Red Kite, Egyptian Vulture and many more.
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BIRDS

The Los Campanarios de Azaba property is a real treasure
of ornithological jewels. Not only vultures, but also Red Kites,
Black Kites, Booted Eagles and Short-toed Eagles regularly fly
over the oak tree tops looking for preys, while by the pools
rich in amphibians herons and Black Storks take advantage of
the croaking banquet. Some of the most colourful european
birds are common here, from Bee-eaters to Azure-winged
Magpies, from Hoopoes to Golden Orioles. small granivores
passerines like Serins, Goldfinches and Cirl Bunting gather in
the more open and grassy areas, while the lichen covered
trunks attract a multitude of tits, Short-toed Treecreeper and
Nuthatch. The more experienced birdwatchers will have the
chance to test themselves in the identification of difficult
species such as Crested and Thekla Larks, or with the
multitude of juveniles and female warblers in the Brooms and
Junipers during the summer; with interesting species like
Dartford, Subalpine and Sardinian Warbler:

It is possible to organise dedicate expeditions in order to find
and photograph particular bird species, inside or in the imme-
diate surroundings of the property, including dedicated night
sessions looking for owls and Red-necked Nightjar as well as
setting up temporary hides to maximise photo opportunities.
Find out how to do it!
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In 2013 the Reserve was declared First Entomological Reserve of Spain

by the Spanish Association of Entomology. Campanarios de Azaba hosts
indeed a considerable amount of Arthropods and populations of Insects
included in the EU Habitat Directive, as Euphydryas aurinia, Limoniscus
violaceus and Cerambyx cerdo mirbeckii, sign of a healthy environment. In
addition to these, 20 species of beetles included in the European IUCN list
have been identified, 6 of which are considered most threatened.

Being “Entomological Reserve" it means it represents an important site for
the conservation of entomological species, but also a place where
important studies, surveys and measures to protect wildlife are carried out
as well as specific training programs, held by the Biological Station located
inside the reserve. Campanarios de Azaba is a perfect place where to enjoy
macro-photography sessions, alone or with the support of our local guide.
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S. Genovese

M. Bidbjoll

. Galliani

The Mediterranean ecosystem hosts one of the most
high levels of biodiversity in the world. For this reason

it was catalogued as hotspot of biodiversity.
Campanarios de Azaba is located within an area called
“Oeste Iberico”(West Iberian), which includes territories
of Extremadura, of a part of Castilla y Leon and Portugal.
The wildlife is a key element in the territory due to the
impressive list of threatened species that inhabit here,
as Spanish Ibex, Iberian Lynx, Black Vulture, Egyptian
Vulture, Spanish Imperial Eagle, Black Stork, Bonelli's
Eagle and Pefia de Francia Rock Lizard.

In addition there are other interesting species as
European Roller; Black-winged Kite, Eagle Owl, Great
spotted Cuckoo, Great Bustard, Little Bustard, Lesser
Kestrel that contribute to enrich the precious natural
heritage of the Oeste Iberico.
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